Writing Evaluation Essays
Evaluation essays say whether something is good, bad, better, or best compared to something else. If you've ever read a review of a movie, restaurant, product, or device, then you've read an evaluation. Most of the commentary by sports broadcasters is evaluation, too.
Choose your evaluation topic from the lists below, with sections covering these topics:
· Sports Evaluation Topic Ideas
· Movies, Plays, and T.V. Evaluation Topics
· Restaurant Evaluation Topics
· Technology Evaluation Ideas
· School Evaluation Topics
Sports Evaluation Paper Topics

Evaluation Paper Topics about Sports
1. Evaluate the recent season of your favorite sports team. How did the team perform based upon expectations at the start of the season?
2. Evaluate the difference between watching a game live vs. watching it on T.V.
3. Evaluate the experience of watching a game in a sports bar vs. at home.
4. Evaluate the experience of watching a game alone vs. watching it with a group of friends.
5. How does tailgating before a football game enhance the experience of going to the game? Evaluate tailgating at a football game for your local team.
6. Evaluate the fans at a sporting event. What type of fans are there? How do the fans' actions enhance or detract from the experience of the game?
7. Evaluate the food at a local sporting venue. What is the best food to get? How does the food affect the experience of watching the game?
8. Evaluate the performance of a particular player on a sports team. Is this player over or undervalued?
9. Evaluate the current star of basketball, football, baseball, or other sport. How does that star affect the fans, the performance of the team as a whole, or the money the team makes?
10. Evaluate the rules and structure of the playoff system for a sport. Do these rules keep all teams competitive? Do they work to keep fans interested in their teams? Do they serve the interests of the sport as a whole?
11. Evaluate a football team (high school, college, or professional) as a community event. How important is football in your community? How does football serve as a place of pride for parents, students, and other people in the community? How does football's status affect the lives of the players?
12. Evaluate the way your local school football team is run. Does the coaching help or hurt the players in other parts of their lives? Are players encouraged to play when injured? Is the system for deciding who plays each game a good one?
13. Evaluate the coaching of your favorite football or basketball team last year, or evaluate a team that has a new coach.
14. Evaluate the sports available in your community for elementary-aged students or choose one sport to evaluate. What is the best sport for elementary school students to play?
15. What is the best club sport team to join in your hometown? What makes it the best club team for players and families?
16. Evaluate the soccer program for kids in your hometown.
17. Evaluate one or more dance studios in your area or compare two programs. How well is the program run? Are the costs reasonable? Is the instruction age-appropriate? Are there opportunities for performing or joining competitions?
18. Evaluate a gymnastics program or compare two different programs. What ages and/or skill levels are best served by this program? What skills are taught? How good is the equipment? How good is the instruction? Are there opportunities for competition? Are the costs reasonable?
19. Evaluate the sport of swimming. How does it compare to a team sport? What are the advantages of swimming as a sport? How does it compare in terms of committment and practice?
20. Evaluate the experience of playing lacrosse or rugby in high school or college.
21. Evaluate the experience of playing a sport vs. watching that same sport.
22. Evaluate women's basketball: How is watching it different than watching men's basketball?
23. Evaluate the experience of running in or preparing to run in a marathon or other long race. Why have marathons become so popular?
24. Evaluate a triathlon or Ironman race as a participant or watcher. What makes these races so facinating? What makes people want to train to participate?
25. Evaluate the experience of playing on an informal team like an intermural team vs. competitive playing of that same sport. What are the advantages and disadvantages of less competition?
26. Evaluate playing a pick-up game at a gym (or at home) vs. playing a game in a more formal setting.
27. Evaluate tennis as a sport, a recent tennis tournament, or the current top players.
28. Evaluate the sport of golf. How does golf differ from other sports? Why do so many people like to watch it on television? What is the importance of stars like Tiger Woods to the game?
29. Evaluate competitive cheerleading: How does it differ from sideline cheerleading?
30. Evaluate the importance of scholarships to college athletics programs.
31. Evaluate the way in which Title 9 has changed and continues to influence sports programs.
32. Evaluate the difference between watching a team sport vs. watching an individual sport like golf, swimming, gymnastics, or ice skating.
33. Evaluate surfing, snowboarding, or skateboarding as a sport for either participants or viewers. Evaluate how these sports have evolved.
34. Evaluate the influence of ESPN on sports.
35. Evaluate the coverage of the most recent Olympics. 

Evaluation Topics for Movies, Plays, and T.V. Shows
Have you ever read the reviews for a movie and found them better than the movie itself? The Review Evaluation essay is one we are all familiar with. Evaluations of movies, T.V. shows, and theater productions can be serious or satiric. Reviewing a bad movie can make a great paper.
Here are some evaluation paper topics for movies. You can use many of these same topics to review T.V. shows or theater productions, too.
1. Evaluate how a recent romantic movie portrays modern romance.
2. Evaluate a classic romantic movie and what it says about the roles of men and women during that time.
3. Compare a recent romantic movie with a classic and evaluate which is best.
4. Evaluate an action adventure film and explain why it works for the audience.
5. Evaluate a war movie and talk about whether it helps answer current concerns about war and peace.
6. Evaluate a historical film for how it teaches history through drama, setting, and costume.
7. Evaluate how a film based on real events compares with the actual history.
8. Evaluate a classic musical. Explain why it was popular or unpopular.
9. Evaluate a drama and tell how it effectively or ineffectively portrays that dramatic situation.
10. Evaluate how well a movie which is based on a book is true to that book. Which is better (book or movie)?
11. Evaluate a sequel. Does the second or third film just replay the first, or does it add something fresh and new?
12. Evaluate a foreign film and discuss what that film says about the culture of that country.
13. Evaluate the work of a composer for movies. How does that composer adapt to different films?
14. Compare an animated version of a movie with a real life version of the same story. Evaluate which medium is more effective for telling that type of story.
15. Evaluate a remake of a classic or foreign film. Evaluate how the story changes in the second version and whether it really improves the original.
16. Evaluate an actor or actress in several films. Talk about how she/he adapts to different roles and discuss what sort of role that person does best.
17. Evaluate several works by the same director and the vision that director brings to a project. What is the director trying to say with their work?
18. Evaluate the special effects in several recent movies. What makes them effective or ineffective? Do some use special effects just for show and not to move the plot? Is that a problem or not?
19. Evaluate a children's film for what it teaches children. Does the film have a positive influence? Is that important?
20. Evaluate a film that is rated G or PG for how it tries to appeal to both adults and children. How effectively does it engage both audiences?
Movie Reviews
How to Write a Movie Review
How do you do a review? When you evaluate a movie, T.V. series, or theatrical show, you need to first figure out:
· What genre is it? (Drama, comedy, romantic comedy, action adventure, documentary, historical fiction, or musical?)
· What are the features of that sort of production?
· What is the best example of this kind of movie, T.V. show, or theater production, in your opinion?
· How does this one compare to the best?
Find criteria to evaluate: Criteria are the parts or aspects of the production that you are going to talk about in your evaluation. You generally need to find at least 3-4 critera to evaluate, such as:
· Characters, acting, choice of actors, and chemistry between actors.
· Setting, props, and animation.
· Story, dialogue, and action.
· Special effects, sound, lighting, camera angles, and music.
· Is this movie a sequel? How does it fit in with the other movies in the sequence?
· Did this director make other movies like this? How does this one compare?
· Are the actors in roles similar to what they've played before?
Food Topics

Chocolate peanut butter pie: Evaluate the dessert choices at your favorite restaurant (that should be fun to research!).
Source: VirginiaLynne, CC-BY, via HubPages
Evaluation Papers about Restaurants
Eating out is an American passion. Restaurant evaluation papers are straightforward and easy to write. Generally your criteria will be:
· The atmosphere and how the restaurant makes you feel.
· The menu and the taste of the food.
· The service quality and timeliness.
· The price and value.
1. Evaluate your favorite hamburger restaurant or compare two popular fast food burger joints.
2. Evaluate a steakhouse for how they make the customer feel after they've had a special dinner.
3. Compare the "home-cooked" meal at a diner like Denny's to a meal at a fast food restaurant.
4. Go to a pizza place for takeout or order delivery and evaluate the taste as well as the service and how hot the pizza is when it arrives.
5. Many supermarkets now offer a selection of pre-cooked items. Go to see what is available and then try a meal. Is the supermarket a good alternative to a fast food restaurant? Look at the ingredients. Is it healthier? What about the price?
6. Evaluate the price of a typical fast food meal at several locations near campus. Which restaurant offers the best deal for a poor college student?
7. Are you planning a special date? Visit a high-end restaurant, at least for dessert. Was the experience worth it?
8. Have you worked in a restaurant? Evaluate the experience of working there compared to eating there.
9. Do you love Starbucks (or another local coffee house)? Visit one and evaluate why these places have become so popular.
10. What makes a great Mexican meal? Evaluate your favorite Mexican restaurant and tell what makes this dining experience unique.
11. Whether it is lightning in the rainforest or waiters that insult the customers, some restaurants seek to get your business by providing a unique experience along with the food. Evaluate one of these "experience" restaurants and explain why it does or doesn't work.
12. Is there a unique, local joint that serves cheap, great food? Visit that "hole-in-the-wall" and explain why it gets so much business. Or if there are several in your town, you can compare two or three and recommend the best.
13. Most restaurant reviews occur when a new restaurant opens. If there is a new place in your town, visit it for a meal and decide what you think. Does this place offer something new and unique?
14. Do you have a particular favorite food? Maybe you love fries, fried chicken, chocolate cake, pancakes, or tacos. Go to several restaurants that serve that item and see which is best.
15. Like donuts? Which is the best donut shop in town? Evaluate why and compare with other donut shops or donuts from a grocery store.
Technology Topic Ideas

Technology Evaluation Paper Topics
1. Evaluate the latest version of your favorite smartphone. How is it better than the previous version? What changes make the most difference?
2. Evaluate several similar apps, such as several photo editing or dieting program apps. Which one is the best? Which features are the most helpful? Which is easiest to use?
3. Evaluate the latest tablet, laptop, or desktop computer. Which features would make this a good purchase for students?
4. Evaluate the different ways to transfer data from a camera or phone to a computer. Which way is the easiest and best for most people?
5. Evaluate different phone plans available in your area. Which company offers the best plan for students?
6. Evaluate a social media site which interests you. It might be one you participate in now or one that people have told you about. Who uses it? Why does it appeal to them? What are the advantages of this site over others?
7. Evaluate the way social media sites have impacted social relationships at your school.
8. Evaluate the way in which social media has affected families. Has social media made families stronger or not?
9. Evaluate the recent trend in 3D movies. Has this type of filmmaking enhanced the moviegoing experience?
10. Evaluate the difference between watching a movie in the theater, at home, on T.V., or on a phone or tablet.
11. Evaluate the experience of gaming on different devices. Which is the best gaming experience?
12. Evaluate the importance of gaming in high school or college. Does gaming help or hurt students?
13. Evaluate the way different generations are using technology.
14. Evaluate the use of technology in the classroom at your high school or college or evaluate the way in which technology is being used in elementary schools in your hometown.
15. Evaluate digital textbooks and compare the experience of using them with using a traditional paper textbook.
16. Evaluate the effectiveness of using media and technology in teaching. Do video clips, Twitter, blogs, PowerPoint presentations, and other media really improve learning?
17. Evaluate the current laws about using cell phones while driving. Which laws are most effective for preventing accidents?
18. Evaluate your own use of technology during the day, or that of other students you know. Does technology make your life better or not?
19. Evaluate the way that social manners have changed because of cell phones and other technology. What has changed? Is this good or not?
20. Evaluate the way that changes in technology have affected music listening or producing.

Education Topic Ideas

Evaluation Essays about Schooling
1. Evaluate a charter, private Christian, or Classical school. Compare the learning that happens there with that in public schools.
2. Evaluate the SAT vs. the ACT tests.
3. Evaluate the effectiveness of year-round schools.
4. Evaluate the way in which your school handles bullying.
5. Evaluate the fine arts program at a high school (or one aspect of that program).
6. Examine the effectiveness of state-wide testing programs.
7. Examine software that teaches something to children and evaluate how effective it is in comparison to learning with a textbook.
8. Evaluate the effectiveness of programs that try to teach students to practice safe sex, avoid drinking and driving, and stay away from drugs. Is there a program or approach that works better than others?
9. Evaluate the student leadership of a school organization you were a part of. How can students best be trained to be leaders?
10. Evaluate a tutoring program for how well it helps students or evaluate a peer mentoring program for how well it works.
